
    Thespians 101       

What is a Thespian?  

The word thespian is derived from the Greek god Thespis, the first credited actor. At first the word thespian was used to describe a tragic play, 

and then, a tragic actor. Now it is used to describe any actor/actress, tragic or not.  

What is the Texas State Thespian Festival?  

Most states have their own thespian festival; ours is the Texas State Thespian Festival, which is held in Dallas (Grapevine, to be exact) at the 

Gaylord. At the festival, students can compete in either performance and technical Individual Events (IEs). Competing in IEs give students the 

ability to qualify for the International Thespian Festival and compete against thespians from all over the country. Texas State Thespians is still a 

valuable experience for those who don’t compete in IEs as well. Seniors are offered the chance to audition for scholarships from the colleges 

and universities that are at the festival. There are tons of shows, workshops, challenges to go enjoy and gain knowledge from. Not only that but 

there are many guest speakers that range from college professors to professional Broadway actors and actresses. Festival goers are also allowed 

to enjoy the Gaylord’s winter events such as ICE!  

What are the IEs?  

IEs are split into 2 categories: performance and technical. The performance IEs are monologue, duel acting, group acting, solo musical, duet 

musical, and group musical. The technical IEs are costume construction, costume design, lighting design, sound design, marketing, scenic 

design, short film, and stage management.  

Performance IE rules  

 National Individual Events have strict time limits: monologues, three minutes and all other performance events, five minutes.  

 Each entrant is permitted to participate in only one event.   

 Entrants who qualify for NIEs must present exactly the same work at both the chapter and national levels  

 Substitutions are not allowed. However, in the category of Group Musical and Group Acting, drops will be allowed, but no 

substitutions are permitted in any category.   

 

Non-musical NIEs performance events:   

 Acceptable Material:   

 Selections from full-length or one-act plays and musicals, and published by:   

 Broadway Play Publishing, Dramatic Publishing, Dramatists Play Service, Music Theatre 

International, Playscripts, Inc., Rodgers & Hammerstein Theatricals, Samuel French, Inc., Smith 

and Kraus, Tams-Witmark, The Musical Company, Theatrefolk ,Theatrical Rights 

Worldwide, YouthPLAYS, Any public domain play written prior to 1923   

 The only D.M. Larson selection available for use in NIEs are from the plays listed below. All other D.M. 

Larson monologues will result in a disqualification.   

 Beauty IS a Beast, Big Nose, Death of an Insurance Salesman, Ebony Scrooge, Flowers in the 

Desert, Holka Polka!, Operation Redneck, Somebody Famous, Superhero Support Group, My 

William Shatner Man Crush, and To Be A Star  

 Exceptions can be made for publishing companies not listed above (e.g., foreign publishing houses). 

Exceptions will need to be submitted nationally by April 1, 2019. Each chapter will have their own 

requirement for timing for their exceptions, but all exceptions will need to be approved by Deputy 

Executive Director, Doug Berlon. The form can be found in Appendix B (page 29).   

 

 



 

 Unacceptable Material: 

 Author-only permission.   

 Any play (or monologue from a musical) not published by one of the publishers listed above or by a pre-

approved publishing company.   

 The following are unacceptable resources for non-musical NIEs performance events:   

 Use of set pieces, props, or costumes, including the use of hair, non-prescription glasses, earrings, or other 

personal items.   

Musical NIEs performance events:   

 Acceptable Material:   

 Songs from a musical that have been used in a musical (regardless of its previous publication as a classical 

or popular song – e.g., Forever Plaid, Mamma Mia, etc.).   

 It must be publically available for sale in a vocal selection or musical score.   

 There must be a copyright mark on the music.   

 Unacceptable Material: 

 A cappella songs UNLESS originally written to be performed a cappella in the script.   

  Songs from films.   

  Songs from television.   

  Popular songs not used in a published work for the theatre.   

  Classical songs not used in a published work for the theatre.   

  Tracks with any background vocals.   

 

The following are unacceptable resources for musical NIEs performance events:   

 Use of set pieces, props, or costumes, including the use of hair, non-prescription glasses, earrings, or other personal 

items.gs from a musical that have been written for the theatre (regardless of its previous publication as a classical or 

popular song – e.g., Forever Plaid, Mamma Mia, etc.).   

 

It’s difficult to address every situation in this document, but fundamentally, the guide is that the piece must either have:   

 publisher permission (NOT author-only permission)  

 available for sale in a libretto, play, vocal selection, or musical score.   

*Students may play a role of any gender regardless of the gender with which they identify, however, all copyright rules are to be enforced; for 

example, the student cannot change pronouns without the express, written consent from the publisher.   

*Violations of these rules can lead to disqualification.    

*Filming.  Individual Events may not be filmed for rebroadcast or other use without prior written approval of Deputy Executive Director, 

Doug Berlon  

Technical IE rules (excluding short film)  

 The entrant must prepare a presentation and design for one published work written for the theatre (play or musical).   

 Designs for performances of original work, poetry, fiction, screenplays, television, or any other medium are not permitted.   

 Originality of ideas/designs are paramount to the educational value of the NIEs program. All designs, logos, etc. should be original 

material. If non-original material is used, sources must be cited, and receipt of purchased material (when applicable) must be included 

in the presentation, or the NIEs will be disqualified   



 Time limits: presentation, up to eight minutes; and question and answer, up to four minutes.   

 The entrant must give an oral presentation up to eight minutes justifying the design and guiding the adjudicator through the entrant’s 

creative process. Notecards are permitted. The introduction to the presentation must include only the entrant’s name, troupe number, 

title of show, and writer(s). A 30-second oral synopsis should be prepared as part of the presentation. After the presentation, 

adjudicators will have up to four minutes to ask questions. The overall session, including the introduction and follow-up questions, 

cannot exceed 12 minutes.   

 Students may use electronic sources (audio, video, PowerPoint, etc.) in their NIEs presentation; however, no projection equipment will 

be provided. The exceptions to this rule are:   

 For costume construction, students must bring the actual costume constructed 

 For stage management, students must bring the actual prompt book used during the production.   

 Read and follow exactly the event rules contained in this document for your technical entry.   

 Wear professional all-black clothing and shoes for the presentation before the adjudicators.  

IE Scoring  

In each category on the IE rubric, each judge will give you either fair (1), good (2), excellent (3), or superior (4). Then, each judge 

will add up each category and give you a score of fair, good, excellent, or superior. Finally, the judges will average their scores 

together and give you an overall ranking of fair, good, excellent, or superior. IEs that receive an overall ranking of superior qualify 

for nationals.  

What is the International Thespian Festival?  

The International Thespian Society, a division of the Educational Theatre Association, organizes an annual theatre festival that is 

held in June at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. This festival brings thespians from all over the country together for a week full 

of shows, workshops, and competition. Each national qualifier will compete in their event again for a chance to perform at the 

National Individual Events Showcase. There are over 120 workshops to choose from that offer valuable information to help you 

become a well-rounded thespian. There are also plenty of shows brought by different troupes and even entire states 

that students can watch. Once again juniors and seniors are able to audition for scholarships.  

 


